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participate. I can just see the drawings of the Ms. Brown’s fourth grade class on display at the
new library when it opens. '

The hurry up and wait, stop and start nature of both politics and development has been frustrating
and detrimental to life in the four neighborhoods where libraries were closed since 2004, A
student who began high school in fall 2005 will have completed high school without a branch
library. Now that DCPL has begun demolition and design, some officials and citizens, just want it
done, and they’d rather anyone with a different idea just keep quiet. While I share the frustration,
now is not the time to settle for less than the best. Residents have a right to be heard, and to be
responded to. The libraries were closed under one set of expectations, those expectations were
changed without their corisent or even being informed, they received no communication for two
years, and in the meanwhile officials have not done due diligence.

The Library 1s not the only government agency that has problems with including the public in
planning. I would say that the Office of Planning has problems with including the public in
planning. Get over it. It’s our government. These are our libraries.

Chairman Thomas, you’ve introduced legislation that would improve the planning process, at
least in matters of property disposition. It was established this fall in a lawsuit brought by
citizens that tearing down a library is a change in disposition: reports are required, notifying
ANC’s 1s required.

Finally, I have to mention adult literacy. I can’t believe that after all the years of moaning about
the low literacy rate in DC, we are going to build new libraries for the 21" century without
providing enough space, without planning for enough programming to ensure a substantial effort
to improve adult literacy. Nothing has greater impact on children’s academic outcomes than
their parents education levels.

I thank you for convening this hearing, Mr. Chairman. [ have great hope for the future of DCPL
if only the public is allowed to join in the planning. 1am inspired by Archie Williams, hired by
DCPL not too long ago, who told me he believes the Library will be the model for planning in
this city. I believe he may have read our report of three years ago where we said exactly that. 1
will leave you with the title of last vear’s report “The Extraordinary Will Take a Little Longer.”
We have not yet decided on a title for this year’s report.

Respectfully submitted,
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Library Renaissance Project






