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PRESIDENT(S MESSAGE

fiBuddy, Can You Spare A Dime?0 Whatever it isd a
mini or full-blown recessiond times are tough. The
DC government is tightening its belt, so to speak,
reducing personnel and cutting agency outlays in-
cluding overtime pay. How bad is bad? The Mayor
proposes $131 million in agency (read service?) re-
ductions. $1.5 million is to be trimmed from the Child
& Family Services (CFSA) budget, for instance, at a
time when DCés at-risk children and foster families
need greater ynancial assistance. On top of that, City
Council expects to expropriate another $50 million
for a rainy day reserve fund. These are not the best
of times.

€ Nor, perhaps, the worst. The city is attempting to
recoup the reported $48 million stolen by a crafty
DC employee and her merry band of henchmen (and
women). And the Mayor hopes not to repeat this
yearts summer youth employment debacle that lead
to $37 million in excess and unbudgeted outlays. The
Department of Motor Vehicles is raising the cost of
license renewals and DCés ambulance transports are
expected to be much more expensive. But while those
yscal adjustments may net the city new (or restored)
revenue, what else is being proposed to keep the bill
collector at bay?

Dr. Robert D. Ebel, DCts Deputy Chief Financial
Officer for Revenue Analysis and Chief Econo-
mist will clarify DCos ynancial predicament at the
Federationts Delegate Assembly on November 18.
What about service cuts and library closings? Why
is one agency hiring expensive personnel, while
denying pay parity to existing employees? Who is
monitoring consultants contracts with various city
agencies? (Can we afford consultants?) Is the city
trying to save on one end, but spending freely on the
other? Taxpaying citizens should voice their opinions
as to how DC exhausts its limited income. What do
you have to say about the cityds austerity plan? Dr.
Ebel will be listening.

Cheers,
Anne Renshaw

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed herein are those of the authors, and do not necessarily represent those of the Citizens
Federation. Neither does their publication constitute any endorsement by the Citizens Federation.
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CITIZENS FEDERATION TO DC CITY COUNCIL:
No Ambulance Fees Collected from DC Citizens

During Councilés recent ambulance fee hearing,
Councilmember Phil Mendelson, Chair of the Com-
mittee on Public Safety and the Judiciary, asked the
Citizens Federation to propose what we deem to be
fairer ambulance rates than what the Fenty Admin-
istration via the Fire & EMS Department (FEMS)
has proposed. FEMS, by the way, is including an
addendum to its ambulance fee submission to Council
covering ficompassionate billing.0 The Federationds
proposal, though, is more egalitarian and should be
the version adopted by Council.

To review, the Mayor isolated Medicare/Medicaid
billing as a way to get cash to offset a $131 million
(+) deycit. Any new money to DC, though, goes into

transport, if approved by our insurance carrier. More-
over, Montgomery County recently fitabledd ambulance
fees as a result of vigorous citizen opposition.

To soften the impact of higher ambulance rates,
the Mayor proposed that fiDistrict residents who
are Medicare beneyciaries, and are not covered by
any other secondary health insurance program, will
no longer be billed nor have any personal ynancial
responsibility for any portion of ambulance transpor-
tation charges not completely covered by Medicare.o
But what about DCés not-yet senior citizens?

EMS transports about 75,000 patients per year. The
Districtts collection rate of all monies billed is 50+%.

the general pot, not to
upgrade our Emergen-
cy Medical Service
(EMS) which is 75%-
80% of FEMS) daily
workload. The Mayor
wrote to Chairman
Gray in September
that fithis Administra-
tion (is required) to
explore all reason-
able options for billing
Medicaid and Medi-
care for costs of am-
bulance services € 0
Keep in mind, though,
that everyone else will
be impacted by these
higher rates, not just
Medicare/Medicaid
beneyciaries.

According to CM
Mendelson, the ficity
is not tapping Medi-
care/Medicaid sources
adequately.0 The Ad-
ministration estimates

THE FEDERATION OF CITIZENS ASSOCIATIONS OF THE
DistricT oF CoLuMBIA
proposes to the
Council of the District of Columbia
on November 3, 2008, that:

For emergency ambulance transport service,
citizens of the District of Columbia shall not be
required to pay the balance of an invoice over and
above what their insurance covers. If a citizen is
uninsured, all transport fees will be waived.
Non-DC citizens shall be billed DCés established
ambulance rates which will be covered either by
their private insurance, Medicare/Medicaid or
self-paid unless it creates a hardship. If the fee
payment constitutes a bona yde hardship, an ex-
tended pay plan, without interest, will be offered.
An opportunity to waive all or part of the fee will
be made available through an established approved
mechanism.

Fifty percent (50% ) of the Medicare/Medicaid reim-
bursement to the city for ambulance transport each
year shall be earmarked, as an augmentation to
the FEMS annual budget, speciycally for the EMS
ambulance transport functionis enhancement.

Of those transported,
revenue generated
from Medicare and
Medicaid is around 65
to 70% and about 25
to 30% from private
insurance companies.
The balance of 5%
(+/-) comes from un-
insured individuals.
When Medicare pays
approved claims, it
pay 80% of the am-
bulance bill with 20%
the responsibility of
the policy holder;
Medicaid pays the
full amount of a pre-
approved fee rate.

That being said, the
Federationfs com-
passionate and egali-
tarian position on
ambulance fees, out-
lined here, needs DC
citizensb support. Let
Chairman Vincent

that it could raise (at least) $3.5 million from higher
Medicare/Medicaid ambulance billings. However, as
health insurance rates are reportedly going up by 9%
this year, those of us who have health insurance will
pay a greater amount of the deductible for ambulance

Gray (vgray@dccouncil.us or 724-8032) and Coun-
cilmember Mendelson (pmendelson@dccouncil.us
or 724-8064) hear from you that fino ambulance fees
(should be) collected from DC citizens,0 as proposed
by the Citizens Federation.
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NovemBER 13, 2008
Testimony of the Federation of Citizens Associations of the District of Columbia
Before the Council Special Committee on the DC Board of Elections and Ethics Investigation
MaRry M. CHeH, CouNcIiLMEMBER, WARD 3, CHAIRPERSON

PHiL MeNDELSON, COUNCILMEMBER, AT-LARGE

Thank you, Councilmember Cheh, for your dedicated
attention to this important issue and for allowing
me to testify on behalf of the Federation of Citi-
zens Associations, which represents neighborhood
organizations throughout the city and in 2010 will
celebrate its 100th year of service to Washington. |
serve as Secretary for the Federation and was one of
a history-making group of election night observers
invited to watch the vote count at the Districtés Board
of Elections and Ethics (BOEE).

We represented such respected community groups
as the Federation of Civic Associations, NAACP,
ACLU, DC Bart/trial lawyers, the \otersé Education and
Participation Project, and DC Watch. | attended for the
Citizens Federation and my comments and recom-
mendations are based on what I found in yve hours spent
at the BOEE on election night, November 4, 2008.

Recommendations:

1. OBSERVERS: Allow community observers to
watch the vote count; make adequate arrangements
for such observers to attend.

2. RESPONSIBILITY: Allow the BOEE Communi-
cations Ofycer to do his/her job; have two BOEE
COs working on election nights.

3. PARTICIPATION: End the self-imposed isola-
tion of the BOEE Chairman and Board on election
nights.

4. STAFF: Review numbers of election night staff
needed/on hand; supervise said staff.

5. INFORMATION

Release election results when available.

1. OBSERVERS:

A. Allow community observers to watch the vote
count. For elections to be legal in other countries,
it is required to have observers watch the counting
process. In the past, only the League of Women
Voters were allowed to attend the DC vote count,
and they were kept away from seeing any actual
computer counting. Only CM Chehts later interven-
tion, as a City Council observer, ynally got us into
the BOEE.

B. Make adequate arrangements for those observers
who do attend. This year the BOEE created problems

HARRY THowmaAs, JR., CouNcIiLMEMBER, WARD 5

for everyone with its lack of organization. We, the
invited observers, arrived by 8 pm on Tuesday, as di-
rected, to receive credentials from the BOEE General
Counsel, who was in charge. After 9 pm, he still had
not issued any credentials. What followed resembled
Alice in Wonderland or the Marx Brothersd he knew
that he had not issued our credentials, he expressed
surprise to us that we did not have them, and then
refused us admission upstairs without them. An odd
excuse, given by him to us in the lobby, was that fithe

peopleb (we?) were eooeeeecoo0o0o000000

already upstairs and o .
another was that the We three groupsd .
League of Women o press, observers .
Voters were upstairs, 3 and British .
when, in fact, they e . °
were not! What hap- ¢ dele_gat|0n6 .
pened next caused o Satin the lobby, .
concern and confu- o inside a poIice .
sion, perhaps show- ¢ - e
ing disrespect for our . _Cordon'j' a national/ .
organization, as po- ¢ international .
lice surrounded us in e embarrassment o
the lobby. This should § to the city .
never have been al- S ' :
lowed to happen. ee0cecccccccccce

2. RESPONSIBILITY:
A. Allow the Communications Ofycer to do his/her
job. Why was the frustrated Communications Ofycer,
who saw the problem, not allowed to intervene? He/
she is paid by taxpayers to be in charge of commu-
nications and was sorely needed. Why did the BOEE
General Counsel prevent his Communications Ofycer
from doing his job? He could have salvaged the PR
disaster, caused by the General Counsel himself.
B. Have two Communications Ofycers for elec-
tion nightsd one for press/one for observers. We,
shocked observers, were left stranded in the lobby
with local, national and international press, who had
nothing yet to do, except to interview and photograph
us, and we were quite ready to talk. A visiting delega-
tion of British politicians joined us, amazed to hear
our predicament. We three groupsd press, observ-
ers and British delegationd sat in the lobby, inside
a police cordon, sadly, now a national/international
(Continued on following page)
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(Continued from previous page)

embarrassment to the city. In the lobby, the reporters
relied on us to explain some of the vote count process
to them. Upstairs, we often had to speculate on what
we were seeing, so | would recommend two Commu-
nications Ofycers for election nightsd one dedicated
to the press, the other to the observers.

3. PARTICIPATION:

A. End the self-imposed isolation of the BOEE
Chairman/Board on election nights. On the very
nights that the BOEE Chairman, Board Members
and upper staff need to be circulating, overseeing and
certifying all activity in all of their departments, they
sequester themselves in a locked Conference Room
with (I was told) food, drinks and TV. If | were a
Board Member, | would want to monitor/direct every
activity. Is that not one of their main functions? Why
else are the BOEE members there, on election night?
How can they later verify what did or did not happen?
We observed more than they did!

4. STAFF:

A. Review numbers of election night staff needed/on
hand. With one room stacked to the ceiling with big
empty cardboard boxes for the paper ballots, and with
staff sitting and milling around, we, the observers,
found the paper ballots, left unguarded, in dozens of
open zipper-top carry-bags, lined up outside the ofyces

along the entire length of the buildingts main hallway.
When each bag had arrived, why was it not immedi-
ately unloaded, safely, into a waiting marked box? The
staff and boxes were there, but it was not done.

B. Supervise election night staff. While some em-
ployees were indeed workingd unloading pouches
of ballots, or at the computersd all evening, we saw
rooms full of people, sitting around talking, laugh-
ing, eating, with work undone. Were there too many
workers? Where was the supervision? Where were
the Chairman/Board?

5. INFORMATION:

A. Release election results when available. This
did not happen. Caution and double-checking long
delayed the results, which were then held in the
infamous Conference Room, to be fivettedo by the
Board, while the city was left waiting, with much
public and media speculation. How did the Board
expect to be able to fiveto the ygures, as they had not
seen the process?

One heroic tale from this night was CM Chehfs
energetic intervention on behalf of the City Coun-
cild ynding the Conference Room, tracking down
the Chairman and the Board, and requiring them to
release the ygures, which ynally freed the vote count.
The city owes you thanks for that!

Sally MacDonald
Secretary

Many thanks also to Armen Tashdinian for volunteering along with Sally on behalf of the Federation as an ofycial election
night (vote count) observer. Predictably, the BOEE would allow only one representative from each organization.

Decenser 167H 15 Our Fesive HoLioay Luncon T THE DACOR-Brcon House

. RSVP i MARK YOURv EALENDAR!

ring your civic good cheer and perhaps a neighbor-
hood association friend on Tuesday, December 16th
to our annual Holiday Luncheon. At noon we begin
with our traditional spot of sherry at the lovely and
historic DACOR-Bacon House mansion, a club for
our Nationds retired diplomats, located at the corner of
18th & F Streets, NW in Foggy Bottom. Our luncheon
dining will include an award and special recognition

for a few of DCo0s inspiring and longstanding citizen-
leaders. We hope some senior-most members of DC
Government and DC Councilmembers will join us,
as usual. Cost is $25 per person. Please also consider
bringing a gift for one of DCGs less fortunate kids
too (see the adjoining noteworthy charitable appeal).
RSVP now please to DCFederation@gmail.com or
call Dave Mallof at 202-466-7600 to conyrm.
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THE TALE OF THE NOT-SO-LITTLE DC ENGINE COMPANY THAT COULD

by David Mallof

Once upon a time, DCos mission-critical public safety
yre station Engine Company 1, located at 2225 M
Street NW in Ward 2, was ynally at the top of the Fire
& Emergency Medical Servicesé (FEMS) schedule
for a modestd about $2.5 milliond and long-over-
due refurbishment. Like many yrehouses in the city,
E1 has languished for nearly two decades with only
minimal maintenance. This straightforward refur-
bishment, scheduled for 2008, would have brought
E1 up to par with the recently refurbished Engine
Company 9 (1617 U Street, NW, Ward 1) of similar
age and design.

Sadly, our story veered wildly off-track with the in-
troduction of a no-bid proposal made by a developer
friend of Ward 2 Councilmember, Jack Evans in a July
3, 2007 short-notice, non-videotaped firoundtableo
(not a public hearing)
held by two DC Council
committee chairs. There-
after, the Council placed
the name of the favored
developer on emergency
legislation, as requested
by Neil Albert, Deputy
Mayor for Economic
Development, thus agree-
ing to give away the valu-
able public parcel that
included the yre station,
nearby West End Library and the Metropolitan Police
Departmentds Special Operations Division. Suppos-
edly, DC would receive a new library and yre station
via a package deal not to exceed $20 million in costs
to the developer.

Even Councilmember and former Mayor Marion
Barry opinedd on the recordd that the average cost
of just a new library would be in the $15 million
range. Moreover, FEMS ofycials later conyrmed that
no plans or cost analysis covering the unique needs
of this working yrehouse had ever been done. Un-
believeably, no plans were reviewed by the Council
before it voted to spend the publicds money.

After a sustained public uproar, the DC Council un-
wound the legislation two months later in October
2007. A year later, E1 remains an eyesore, an em-

HOW DOES YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
FIREHOUSE RATE?

Your community needs to take note.

barrassment and a potential health and public safety

trainwreck, as the community sits on a side track with

the following circumstances:

Z A badly deteriorating, but critically important,
yrehouse that protects residential dwellings, com-
mercial buildings, The White House, Marine One
Presidential Helicopter operations, numerous
federal departments, local schools, major medical
centers and Metro stations;

Z The home to FEMSG heroic yreyghters and medics
who endure sleeping, eating, and living in a sub-par
public safety facility;

Z A Ward 2 Councilmember who remains silent on
why E16s refurbishment should not proceed post
haste; and

Z A Deputy Mayor who, having chosen to play fast
and loose with the publicés safety, never constructed

a thoughtful cost analy-

sisd pulling out of thin

air the $20 million esti-
mate for both the land
value and new yrehouse
and library construction.

Go over sometime soon and ring the yrehouse
bell. Fireyghters and medics, in an age-old tradi-
tion of yrehouses across the USA, will give you
a tour. The publicts safety is at risk where yre-
houses remain deteriorating before our eyes.

In an effort to get our
E1 facility back on the
renovation track, local
neighborhood leaders
from Foggy Bottom and
Dupont Circle metin late
October with FEMS Chief Dennis Rubin. In a written
memo sent to the group the day of the meeting, FEMS
veriyed that refurbishment would be its preference
for E1. However, Chief Rubin also sheepishly admit-
ted during the meeting that E1 has been bumped into
a public safety upgrade netherworld.

What will become of E1? Never fear. The com-
munity will keep chugging away as it continues to
press for E16s needed renovations. We must protect
and upgrade our lifeblood public safety facilities
regardless of todayds budget pressures. And no-bid
proposals from developers seeking public land and
public subsidy®d and special accessd for (intention-
ally?) poorly-scoped public projects at taxpayerso
expense, should be rejected at all costs. That much
wedve learned. Are the Deputy Mayor and the Council
on the same track?
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DC COUNCIL ENACTS WITHDRAWN BILL

In an fiOctober Surpriseo the Public Works and
Environment Committee assumed jurisdiction
over alcohol beverage regulation on the grounds
that beer bottles comprise a larger share of recy-
clable refuse in DC than in any other US city. The
committee held a November 14 hearing on Bill
17-978 District of Columbia Alcoholic Bever-
age Retail Licensing Amendment Act of 2008,
even though the billés sponsor had withdrawn it
a month earlier.

No one testiyed for or against the bill because
the public had been repeatedly reassured it had
been withdrawn. Nevertheless, the chairman,
with the assent of both committee members
present, approved the bill.

Bill 17-978, which would have allowed pack-
age stores to double as bars and restarants and
bars to double as package stores, was originally
introduced on October 9th. After a city-wide

Washington Examinist: Dec 3, 2008

citizen uproar it was withdrawn 12 days later,
but an aide, the Examinist later learned, had
inadvertently listed the bill on the committeeds
November 14th agenda.

Based on the committeeés recommendation,
the Council chairmanés ofyce inadvertently in-
cluded the withdrawn bill on yesterdayds consent
agenda which is typically approved by common
consent.

As an expression of its appreciation, the hospital-
ity industry delivered individual wheelbarrows
ylled with yne wine, spirits, and other swag to
twelve of the thirteen councilmembersf ofyces
along with a healthy contribution to their con-
stituent services funds.

The lone exception to the industryés gratitude
and largesse was a councilmember who crossed
swords with the industry earlier this year.

This fireportd was compiled by Emeritus Board Member and Federation resident humorist, Dino Drudi.

GIVE ALITTLE, GET ALOT

DCis Foster children need our help this holiday season

How to improve your holiday spirit? Contribute to
DCés Child and Family Services Agencys (CFSA) 2008
Holiday Donation Drive. 2,000 DC children are now
in foster care with many more on CFSAGS wait-list.

The Federation invites you to donate an unwrapped
gift that will bring special pleasure to a CFSA child.
The presents can either be brought to our holiday
party at the DACOR House on December 16 or de-
livered to CFSAGs Jonathan Braxton at 400 6th Street,
SW, 5th Floor (202-724-8943).

Here are some gift ideas:
For infants and toddlers: activity blankets, crib toys,
ABC blocks, push/pull toys and soft books.

For young children, ages 2-4: Leap Frog toys, Jr.
Basketball hoops, toy trucks/cars and reading books.
For ages 5-8: crayons/markers, balls, arts & crafts
kits, reading books and workbooks.

For teens and young adults, ages 13-18: For
galsTbath & body gift sets, hat & scarf sets (very big
this year), nail polish kits and jewelry. For guysiteam
logo baseball caps and winter hats and XL (and up)
team logo T-shirts and sweatshirts.

Still stuck? CFSA suggests gift certiycates from
any of the following stores: Old Navy, Footlocker,
The Gap, Target, Best Buy, Bath & Body Works and
Borders Books. Put CFSA on your gift list. Help DCés
at-risk kids feel special this holiday season.

This charitable appeal is brought to you as a public service by the Citizens Federation.
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DCiS AT-RISK KIDS: WHO CARES?

The Federationds October Assembly was a gripper.
Four experts, including DC Council CHAIRMAN VIN-
centT C. GRravy, tackled the subject of DCos neglected,
abused and/or abandoned children who are under the
care of DCos Child
and Family Services
Agency (CFSA).

Ms. Meltzer revealed
that one-third of

Dr. RoqQue GERALD
was appointed by
Mayor Adrian Fenty
as CFSAds Interim
Director to create a
new infrastructure
and commitment to
help families stay
in the community.
fiGovernment is not
a good parent,0 said
Dr. Gerald whose
agency has cut the
backlog of 3,200 critical cases by 1,000 in three
months. He mentioned, and this is an eye-opener,
that the average caseload per social work should be
no more than 15; yet in 2001, it was between 50 and
70 cases per worker! 804 DC children will fiage outo
of the system soon and will not be connected to any
families. (Thatbs a worry.) Dr. Gerald emphasized the
urgent need for foster families and adoptions (call
202-671-LOVE).

the children are
below the poverty
line, which leads
to possible neglect

and abuse.

Court Monitor JubitH W. MELTZER stressed that
CFSAand the community are partners. Both want the
system yxed but the problems are wider. CFSA must
realign itself in response to a Court directive mandat-
ing immediate reform. Beyond CFSA, the police and
social workers, the safety net for at-risk children must
include the community. While we must hold the child
welfare system to high standards, said Ms. Meltzer,
there are on-going problems which include, in part, no
adoptive resources, older children disappearing from
the system at 21, more families requiring support and
the need to reduce poverty. Ms. Meltzer revealed that
one-third of the children are below the poverty line,
which leads to possible neglect and abuse. 30% of
the children coming into the child welfare system are

over 13 years old with parents unable to cope with
truancy and youth-related issues.

Dr. JacQuELYN HENRY, Executive Director of the Col-
laborative Council explained that her organization,
which grew out of the 1993 Federal Family Support
Act, comprises 23 city-wide ofyces with 230 profes-
sionals, helping to connect housing assistance, as well
as health and drug abuse counseling, with parenting
strategies. The Collaborative Council has interacted
with 2,900 families since January 2007. Dr. Henry
described the need to co-locate in-home units closer
to families needing service, as well as provide short-
term crisis intervention in times of emergencies.

Chairman Gray stated that the yrst legislative job
is prevention, but the basic question is why are the
children there at all? He spoke about poverty, sub-
stance abuse, single parenting, teen parenting and
the lack of affordable housing as triggers for at-risk
children. Services need to be in and of the community,
said Chairman Gray. He told the success story of an
adopted girl whose un-adopted siblings were all in
trouble as an example of finot nature, but nurture.o
He acknowledged that $1.5 million is proposed to
be cut from CFSA this year at a time when services
should be retained (if not bolstered). The city should
be more insightful re services and cuts, indicated
Chairman Gray. Will it be the fiaxe or the scalpelo
with future budget cuts?

At the end of the program, each panelist made direct
appeals to Chairman Gray. Dr. Gerald asked the
Chairman to give tax-exempt status to DCés foster
parents and volunteer mentors. Court Monitor Judith
Meltzer requested a city-wide stimulus to child abuse
prevention and to provide adoption subsidies (which
now stop at 18) to 21 years of age. Dr. Henry urged
Chairman Gray to protect the Collaborative Council
from budget cuts.

The Citizens Federation, which certainly cares about
DCos at-risk kids, will stay in touch with CFSA and be
of help whenever possible. For starters, see our note
on CFSASs 2008 Holiday Drive which, we hope, may
bring holiday cheer to DCos less fortunate children.

This article was adapted from Sally MacDonaldds October Citizens Federation Assembly minutes.
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TuesbAy, NoveEMEBER 18, 6:45 pm
WHER EOS THE MONEY ?

Guest speaker, Dr. RoserT D. EgeL, DCés Deputy Chief Financial Ofycer for Revenue
Analysis and Chief Economist will address community leaders and discuss their questions
regarding recently-publicized budget reductions against agency overspending, theft of city

revenues, and escalating fees for (and reductions in) city services.
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ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET: May 12, 2009

Thought to ponder:

Ol DONOT MAK E JOKES. | JUST WATCH THE
G OVER NMENT AND REPORT THE FACTS.O
0 Humorist and Showman William Penn Adair Rogers (1879-1935)
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